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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR GR US 

SUBJECT: STATUS OF FORCES AGREEMENT (SOPA) SUBGROUP 

REF: A. ATHENS 7166; B. ATHENS 7203; C. STATE 225772 

1. SUMMARY; THE SOPA SUBGROUP MET ON 22 AND 23 SEPTEMBER 
AND RE-EXAMINED REVISED ARTICLE I, PARA 4 (CIVILIAN COM- 
PONENT), AND ARTICLE III (CUSTODY). ARTICLE VI OP THE US 
DRAPT (MILITARY POST OPPICES), WAS EXAMINED, MODIFIED AND 
AGREED. GREEK SIDE ACCEPTED US PROPOSAL TO DEPER SUB- 
STANTIVE DISCUSSION OP REMAINING ARTICLES TO PERMIT WASH- 
INGTON REPRESENTATIVE ON US DELEGATION TO RETURN TO 
WASHINGTON ON 24 SEPTEMBER. ACCORDINGLY, MEETINGS ON 
SEPTEMBER 22 AND 23 WERE LIMITED TO GREEK PRESENTATION OF 
THEIR PRELIMINARY REACTIONS TO ARTICLES VII THROUGH XIII 
OP THE US DRAPT. END SUMMARY 

WM THE US SIDE FORMALLY SUBMITTED REVISED DRAPT OP PARA 4, 
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ARTICLE I (CIVILIAN COMPONENT) AS PROPOSED REP B AND 
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MODIFIED REF C. THE GREEK SIDE APPEARED TO BE RECEPTIVE 
TO THIS MANNER OF RESOLUTION OE QUOTE ORDINARILY RESIDENT 
UNQUOTE ISSUE, AND UNDERTOOK TO PRESENT IT TO THEIR GOVERN- 
MENT FOR CONSIDERATION. 

3. THE TWO SIDE AGREED TO SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING REVISION 
OF US DRAFT ARTICLE III (CUSDOTY) TO THEIR RESPECTIVE 
GOVERNMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION: QUOTE I. MEMBERS OF 
THE UNITED STATES FORCES, THE CIVILIAN COMPONENT, AND 
THEIR DEPENDENTS, FORMALLY CHARGED BY THE GREEK JUDICIAL 
AUTHORITIES WITH ACTS CHARACTERIZED BY GREEK LAW AS 
"CRIMES" SHALL BE SUBJECT TO PRETRIAL CUSTODY BY GREEK 
AUTHORITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF GREEK 
LAW. SUCH INDIVIDUALS .SHALL BE RELEASED FROM SUCH PRETRIAL 
CUSTODY WHENEVER A GREEK NATIONAL, UNDER SIMILAR CIRCUM- 
STANCES, AND CHARGED WITH A LIKE OFFENSE, WOULD BE ELIGIBLE 
FOR RELEASE UNDER APPLICABLE GREEK LAW. 2. MEMBERS OF 
THE UNITED STATES FORCES FORMALLY CHARGED BY THE GREEK 
AUTHORITIES WIT 

ACTS OR OMISSIONS CHARACTERIZED BY 

GREEK LAW AS " DELICTS" OR "CONTRAVENTIONS'" MAY BE SUBJECTED, 
AT THE DISCRETION OF THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES OE THE 
GOVERNMENT OE GREECE, TO SUCH CONDITIONS OTHER THAN 
PHYSICAL RESTRAINT AS MAY BE PRESCRIBED BY GREEK LAW TO 
ENSURE THEIR CONTINUED PRESENCE IN GREECE PENDING FINAL 
DISPOSITION OF THE CHARGES. THE PROVISIONS OF THIS PARA- 
GRAPH SHALL ALSO APPLY TO MEMBERS OF THE CIVILIAN COMPONENT 
AND TO DEPENDENTS UNLESS THE GREEK JUDICIAL AUTHORITIES 
FORMALLY DETERMINE IN ACCORDANCE WITH GREEK LAW THAT THE 
FAILURE TO IMPOSE PHYSICAL RESTRAINT UPON SUCH PERSONS 
WOULD CONSTITUTE A DANGER TO PUBLIC ORDER. 3. WHERE 
CASH BAIL WOULD OTHERWISE BE REQUIRED BY GREEK LAW AS A 
CONDITION FOR THE RELEASE OF A MEMBER OE THE UNITED STATES 
FORCES FROM PRETRIAL CUSTODY, A DULY EXECUTED CERTIEICATE 
OF THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES OF THE UNITED STATES GUARANTEE- 
ING THE MEMBER'S APPEARANCE BEEORE THE COMPETENT GREEK 
AUTHORITIES IN ANY PROCEEDINGS THAT MAY REQUIRE THE MEMBER'S 
PRESENCE SHALL BE ACCEPTED IN LIEU OF BAIL. UNQUOTE 

94. KOMMENT: THIS FORMULATION IS ESSENTIALLY THE SAME AS 
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THAT CONTAINED IN THE US DRAFT WHICH HAS BEEN MODIEIED TO 
ACCOMMODATE THE GREEK CATEGORIZATION OE CRIMINAL OEFENSES. 
THE PRACTICAL RESULT REDUCES THE CRITERION FOR A SERIOUS 
OFEENSE FROM TEN TO EIVE YEARS CONFINEMENT. PARA 2 WAS 
REVISED AT GREEK INSTSTENCE IN ORDER TO PERMIT MEMBERS 
OF THE CIVILIAN COMPONENT OR DEPENDENTS WHO ARE CHARGED 
WITH DELICTS AND WHO ARE DETERMINED TO BE DANGEROUS TO 
PUBLIC ORDER, TO BE CONEINED PRIOR TO TRIAL. THIS STEMS 
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FROM GREEK AWARENESS THAT US MILITARY AUTHORITIES COULD 
NOT CONEINE SUCH AN ACCUSED. END COMMENT 

5. ARTICLE VI OE THE US DRAET (MILITARY POST OEEICES) 

WAS EXAMINED. THE GREEK SIDE INITIALLY INSISTED THAT 
MILITARY POST OEFICES MUST BE LOCATED ON US EACILITIES, 

THAT THEY MUST OPERATE IN COMPLIANCE WITH GREEK CUSTOMS 
LAWS, AND THAT GREEK CUSTOMS OEFICIALS MUST BE PERMITTED 
TO INSPECT PRIVATE PARCELS. ALTER THOROUGH DISCUSSION 
THE EOLLOWING HAS BEEN AGREED: QUOTE I. THE GOVERNMENT 
OE THE UNITED STATES MAY ESTABLISH AND OPERATE, WITH THE 
EACILITIES USED BY THE UNITED STATES EORCES, UNITED STATES 
MILITARY POST OEFICES EOR THE EXCLUSIVE USE OE MEMBERS OE 
THE UNITED STATES EORCES, THE CIVILIAN COMPONENT, AND 
THEIR DEPENDENTS. 2. THE UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES SHALL 
TAKE APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO ENSURE THAT THE ENTRACE OE 
ITEMS INTO GREECE THROUGH THE UNITED STATES MILITARY 
POSTAL CHANNELS SHALL BE IN STRICT CONEORMANCE WITH THE 
TERMS OF THE NATO STATUS OE FORCES AGREEMENT AND OE 
ARTICLE VII, PARAGRAPH I OP THIS AGREEMENT. 3. INSPEC- 
TION OP PRIVATE PARCELS IN UNITED STATES MILITARY POSTAL 
CHANNELS WHICH MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE CUSTOMS REGULATIONS 
OP THE GOVERNMENT OP GREECE MAY BE CONDUCTED BY GREEK 
CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROCEDURES TO BE 
AGREED BY THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES OP THE TWO GOVERN- 
MENTS. QUOTE 

6. COMMENT: THE TWO SIDES FURTHER AGREED THAT THE PROCE- 
DUJES CONTEMPLATED BY PARA 3 WOULD BE PREMISED UPON THE 
EOLLOWING BASIC PRINCIPLES: QUOTE LETTER MAIL AND OPPI- 
CIAL PARCELS IN UNITED STATES MILITARY POSTAL CHANNELS 
SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO GREEK CUSTOMS INSPECTION. GREEK 
CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES MAY INSPECT PRIVATE PARCELS IN THE UNITED 
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STATES MILITARY POSTAL CHANNELS ON A RANDOM SAMPLE BASIS 
IN A MANNER THAT WILL NOT DAMAGE THE CONTENTS OF THE 
PARCELS, OR DELAY DELIVERY OP THE MAIL, AND AT NO COST TO 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. SUCH INSPECTIONS WILL BE 
CONDUCTED IN UNITED STATES MILITARY POSTAL EACILITIES IN 
THE PRESENCE OP UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES. PARCELS SO 
INSPECTED WILL NOT BE REMOVED FROM UNITED STATES POSTAL 
CHANNELS BY GREEK CUSTOMS AUTHORITIES EXCEPT AS AGREED 
BY UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES. UNQUOTE END COMMENT 

7. WORK OF SOFA SUBCOMMITTEE WAS FORESHORTENED BY CMDR. 
GRUNAWALT'S RETURN TO WASHINGTON EARLIER THAN ANTICIPATED. 
WHEN NEED FOR HIS EARLY DEPARTURE WAS EXPLAINED TO GREEK 
DELEGATION, THEY SUGGESTED THAT THEY PROVIDE PRELIMINARY 
GREEK REACTIONS TO REMAINING SEVEN ARTICLES OP US DRAET 
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so AS TO FACILITATE US PREPARATIONS EOR RESUMPTION OF 
DETAILED EXAMINATION OE THAT DRAET. US DELEGATION 
ACCEPTED THIS PROPOSAL, HEARD GREEK REACTIONS TO ARTICLES 
VI THROUGH XIII, SOUGHT CLARIEICATION OE UNDERLYING 
REASONS EOR SOME GREEK REACTIONS, BUT WAS UNABLE IN BRIEFH 
PERIOD AVAILABLE TO RESPOND TO OR TO DISCUSS IN DETAIL 
ANY OF GREEK POSITIONS. IT WAS TENTATIVELY AGREED THAT 
DETAILED EXAMINATION OE ARTICLES VII THROUGH XIII WOULD 
TAKE PLACE DURING WEEK OF OCTOBER 20-24, OR AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE THEREAFTER. 

KUBISCH 


CONEIDENTIAL 
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